Reflections on Flernily ; which may 
'2 contribute to mutual concord. 


and charity, * and to our preſent . 


and JO e ha obi neſs. 


REMEMBER YOUR LAST THINGS, AND 
LET ENMITY CEASE. 
> Fcelefraſticus, e. 28, v. 6. 


Ir.; 18 the advice of a wiſe man, and if pro- 
perly followed may contribute much to our 
mutual comfort, and eternal happineſs. We 
all naturally wiſh to be happy; and, if we 
pleaſe, we all may be happy. God created 
us to be happy; he wiſhes our happineſs 


more than we ourſelves can wiſh it. All the 


bleſſings he beſtows upon us, and is de- 
ſirous to beſtow upon us in time and eter- 


nity, are deſigned to make us happy. All 


things in heaven and earth may conduce to 


out temporal and eternal happineſs. Nothing 


can hinder us from being happy but ſin. A 
ſure way to keep ourſelves from fin is to Ty 
think well on our laſt end. God himſelf 
aſſures us of this by the mouth of a wiſe 
man. In all thy works remember thy laſt 


end, and thou ſhalt never fin. Eccleſiaſticus 
c. 7, v. 40. Eternity is our laſt end. Eter- 
nity will fix our doom for ever! But what is 


Se 1 - Eternity ? 
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Eternity? K ternity is that life everlaſting 
we are taught to believe in the Apoſtle's 
0] creed, and which the voice of conſcience 


(2) 


(when not darkened with error, or hardened 


with vice) plainly ſays is true. 


We muſt all one day enter this Eternity. 


Man muſt go to his long, his eternal home. 


(Eccleſiaſtes c. 12, v. 5.) Every moment, 


every breath we take brings us nearer to 
Eternity. With regard to us the end of 
time begins Eternity. Time ends with us 
at death. In the moment of death we muft 
begin a new and never-ending life; a life, 


in which we muſt burn in pains, or reign in 


Joys for ever! Yes, whether we will or no, 


every one of us muſt burn in Pains, or reign . 
in joys for ever. „ 

Chriſtians! think wall. on 1 vat You 
will never fin; ſo as to deſerve a miſerable, 
and loſe a joyful, Eternity! Think on the 


days of old, have in your mind the eternal 
years. Holy David, the man after God's 


own heart, did ſo, If you do the ſame, this 


may greatly help to make your hearts right 
towards God, to ground you in mutual 


concord and charity, and to make you 


happy. 


Whoejer thinks as he ought on \ Eternity 
will 
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will be a fincere lover of peace; he will 
ſtudy to keep peace with God, and in his 


own conſcience, and will endeavour.to pre- 
ieive it with all mankind. For this end he 


will carefully avoid all contention, and un- 
neceſſary diſputes; eſpecially thoſe of a_ 
religious nature; which, as the Apoftle in- 
timates, often ſubvert the hearts of the 


hearers, by exciting animoſity, and 1mpair- 


ing, or deſtroying that mutual concord and 


charity, which ought to be cheriſhed among 
the followers of Jeſus Chriſt. The conſtant 


with and prayer of ſuch an one ſhould be: 
That God will ſave all in the way that he 


ſees beſt, by enlightening their minds with 


that faith, which is neceſlary to pleaſe him, 
and enflaming their hearts with that charity, 5 
which is thetulhilingot the commandments. 
And if at any time it may be neceſſary to 
defend his religion againſt the attacks of 
calumny and mi ſrepreſentation, he will do 
it, not with a bitter zeal, but with bene vo- 
lence, meekneſs, and fear; leſt the intereſt 


of charity may ſuffer, whilſt he endeavours 


to vindicate what he believes to be the 
cauſe of truth. And thus the remembrance 
of Eternity will make enmity ceaſe; and 
prove a 008 rey of brotherly love. We 
K 2 N are 
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are all paſſengers to Eternity. Let us love, 


comfort, and help each other on our way, 
that we may finiſh well our journey, and ſv 


come to live, love, and rejoice together for 
ever in Heaven. | 5 
As ve all wiſh to be ſaved, ſo let us all ever 
bear in mind the ſaving remembrance, the 
animating thought of Eternity. Remem- 
ber Eternal pains will be the puniſhment 
of ſin! Eternal joys the reward of virtue! 
To follow the one, and avoid the other, 


can there be a more powerful motive than 


the continual remembrance of Eternity? 


Young and old, rich and poor, great and 


ſmall, think on Eternity! Think on thoſe 
_ eternal pains, or joys, that await us all be- 

| yond the ſilent grave! Time ſwiftly paſſes, 
Eternity approaches: In a little, a very little 
| time, everlaſting happineſs or miſery, muſt, 


and will be your portion beyond the poſh- 


| bility of a change. In a ſhort time death 
will fix your lot for ever. Remember you 
muſt die. Be always prepared. You will 
die, perhaps, When you leaſt think of it; 
and the fatal mombnt of death will decide 
your Eternity. Conſider, meditate, weigh 


well this terrible word——Eternity! ? 
O Eter nity! Eternity ! Thou only art 


worth 


(37 
worth our care and thoughts! Thou, alas! 
art forgotten, and neglected by the greateſt 
part of mortals! Ah! who will give to my 


eyes a fountain of tears to deplore, day and 


night, fo fatal a blindneſs! O ineffable 
Eternity! O incomprehenſible Eternity! 


Who ſhall meaſure thy height? Who 
ſhall fathom thy abyſs? — Millions of ages 
multiplied as many times, as there are atoms 
in the air, ſtars in the heavens; drops of 
| water in the ſea, / grains of ſand on the 


ſhore, are as nothing, when compared to 


_ ETERNITY! 


When innumerable millions of years, „ and 
of ages, are paſt, there will yet remain an 


entire, and whole Eternity“ 

Eternity alone will never end! 
Happy late of a juſt foul, that mall reign 

eternally with God in the delighttal man- 


ſions, in the glorious joys of heaven! But 


oh! The horrible deſpair, the killing an- 


guiſh, grief, and miſery of a loſt ioul, that 


muſt burn eternally with devils, in the de- 


vouring flames of hell! Suſpended a little 


while between theſe two Eternities, the 
one or the. other is ſhortly to be your lot! 
In a ſhort time you muſt die, enter Eter- 


Joys, 


uy and there burn in pats, or reign in 
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joys, for ever! Think well on this, an! 
as God is God, you muſt, whether you wil | 
venly ſeruſalem; or bis juſtice in the bot. 


. there ſhall be nothing but | weeping and 


momentary ſatistaction what folly! Jo 


when they ſhall feel it, will not be able 10 
prevent it, but he forced to lament it, with 
unavailing tears of a fruitleſs repentance; 


(6) 
provide in time for your Eternity. As long 
or no, either glority his mercy in the hes. 
tomleſs pit of fire and brimflone, where 


gnaſhing of teeth. He has ſaid it, whoſe 
words cannot fail, who is one day to be 


your judge, and to determine your lot for t 
Eternity! See then how careful you ſhould Il ? 
be in providing for Eternity! Stand amazed iſ * 
at the folly of thoſe, who think of every 
thing, who provide for every thing, but ſ 
Eternity! A misfortune too great to be yd 
expreſſed, yet ſo common as to deſerve to 2 

+ be lamented with floods of tears. ” 


To loſe God! To loſe a happy Eternity! 
And this, for a filthy pleaſure, a vain and J 


be unconcerned, and inſenſible of this loſs— 

what ſtupidity! What madneſs! Woetof _ 

them that will not now think, and under- H 
Rand the greaineſs of this loſs! Woe to 
them! And a thouſand woes to them, that, 3 


amidſt all the horrors of an ever,. killing 


1 


deſpair! amidft all the torments of an ever. 


Ong 
1010 laſting hell! Ah! Do think on this with 
G5 all the ſeriouſneſs you can—with the utmoſt _ 
55. attention of your inmoſt ſoul! ! ! = 
. And not only think but watch, "and 
80 pray. Pray without ceaſing to your loving 
oe God, who inhabiteth Eternity, that he will 
„e belp you to work out your eternal ſalvation; 
to chat your eternal lot may be with the juſt; 


ould and your everlaſting abode in the eternal 
Sion! Reſolve on your part to do what is 


neceſſary for gaining Heaven. Keep your- 
but! ff firm 1n this reſolution, by the continual 


o be 
ro THINGS, which you ſee here ſet before 
8 you: 0 
aity! DEArn, . is the gate into Enicy! 
55 JopcrmenT, : which will decide your | 
41 Eternity! : 
"IK HEL c which i is the abode of a | miſerable 
3 Eternity! 
aer Hz AVEN, which i is the manſion of a happy 
3 Eternity! 
th 3 with fear, and trembling, yet wh 
le o ourage, conſtancy, and joy, to ſecure your 
1 great affair, your moſt important affair, . 
_ Your only neceſſary affair. Eternity! The 
˖ eternal ſalvation of your immortal ſouls! ; 


remembrance of THESE FOUR LAST 
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The hgure of this world paſſeth: Death 
approaches: Eternity awaits you. Happy 
will you be, if you think on Eternity, ſuffer 
for Eternity, faſt, pray, and labour for Eter. 
nity, that you may eſcape eternal Pains, 


and may for ever live, ſee, love, and enjoy 
your God, with millions of glorious ſaints 
and angels in a happy Eternity. This 1s the 
bliſsful reward, that awaits you above the 


Fun, above the ſtars in the glorious eternal 
kingdom of your God. 


The gate of mercy, the gate of Heaven 


is ftill open to you, Though you have 
ſinned, yet remember your fins cannot be 
too great, or too many to be forgiven. In- 
finite mercy can forgive more crimes, than 


all the malice. of man can commit. God 
can pardon more than man can offend. Let 
nothing diſlodge this moſt true, and con- 


ſoling thought from your breaſt. Repent, 


and hope, and love, and pray, as you ought, 
and you may reſt ſecure. Haſten to ap- 


peaſe the anger of Heaven, by ſincere re- 


pentance, and ſtill you may be (ares, ful 


5 happy—for ever. 

| Redeem loſt time. The time paſt 1 is no 
more. The time to come is not in your 
power. The preſent time is but a moment; 
N du 
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and this precious moment is given you hy 
| vour amiable and loving God, that in it 
vou may love him, and ſerve him, and thus 
. gain a happy Eternity. The purchaſe is 
. ealy. The labours and ſufferings of this 
life are not worthy to be compared with 
the eternal happineſs prepared for you in 
heaven. Think on the difference between 
time and Eternity—hetween temporal and 


fouls, who, now happy in heaven, 0 
tinually bleſſing God for the virtues they - 
practiſed; and thoſe others in hell, who, 


5 | enjoying the pleaſures of fin for " moment, f 

in. I "ave treaſured up for themſelves everlaſting 
han torments. 5 | | 
God Conſider well, and nde the true 


Let meaning of theſe three words: 

A Gob, a MOMENT, AN ErzaxIry, 
A God, who always ſees you; a moment, 

which is always flying away from you; an 

Eternity, always waiting for you. An | 

Eternity, which deſerves all your thoughts: 

a Moment, that deſerves all your care: a 


eternal joys and pains—between, thoſe 


God, who deſerves all your love. Think, . 


15 no love, pray, and labour, 28 you ought, 
your and you cannot fail of being happy tor 
ment; ever! If you think well, you will pray 
and ell: It you pray well, you will live 
| B well: 
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well: If you live well, you will die well: 
; And then it will be well with you for ever, 


happy in life , happy 1 in death, and Rely 


— 


5 Happy parents, who teach their children to 
think aright, and to think well, Happy 
maſters, and friends, who teach and encou- 
rage their friends, ſervants, and relations to 
; think, well! Thus they may ground them in 
true | wiſdom, inſtruct them in juſtice, 
and their reward may be to find their own 
eternal glory and happineſs doubled in the 


—————— 
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So that THINKING WELL will make you 


happy for endleſs : ages in Heaven. 
Whoever could perſuade men to think 


well, would rid the world of all fin, and of [ 
all miſery, and eſtabliſh every where the fl | 
reign of innocence and virtue, even a Pa- ; 
radiſe upon Earth. "Tis the want of think. 6 
ing well, makes men like brates, like devils; \ 
and this world, in many relpetts, little bet- |. 
ter than hell, Thus ſays the Prop! et: tl 
With deſolation is the land made delolate; Vi 

's becauſe there is no one that conſidercth in el 


his heart. Jer. xii. 11. So- with bleſſings yc 
would the whole world be bleſſed, if all he 
would think as they ought. Happy thoſe, ti 
who do this! Thier happy thoſe, who © 


teach and encourage others to do the fame! 


8 of thoſe, whom they ſhall have if ve 
helped 
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brightly like ſtars for all Eternity! 


Let then your converſation be in Heaven; 1 
Let that be your divelling place in time, 


which you hope will be ſo tor Eternity. It 


you knew th- true art of converſing with 


heaven, this would not prejudice, but proſ- 
per your affairs upon earth. It is the beſt, 
bY 


and only ture way to make all things co- 


operate to your eternal good. In heaven 


von will find reſt, There your treaſures are 
laid up, your banquets are prepared, beyond 


the reach of diſappointment, except thro' 
vour own fault, Your Saviour has pur- 
chaſed heaven tor you at a great price. Do 


your part. Reflect; are you in the way to 


heaven? Have you that faith; that cha- 
rity, which is necellary for ſalvation? If 


o, you are happy: Tt not, pray without 
cealing, til! your hearts are right towards 


God; and prepared to do what is necellar y 


for gaining eternal lite. There cannot be 
too ſpeedy, or tod great a ſecurity where 
Eternity is at ſtake! Where the queſtion 
is, whether you ſhall burn in pains, . 
reign in Joys for evermore, What would 


it profit you, could you gain the whole 
world, ſhould you loſe your own ſoul? Pre- 


vent this misfortune. Secure your falva- 


tion. 


helped to gain Heaven, and to ſhine more 


tion. Low God, and keep his commands, 


avail nothing, and all men are worſe than 
nothing— Wretches, doomed to eternal 


miſery in deſtruction from the ſight of 


ſhortly: come, and take vou with him, if 
worthy, that where he is, you may be, 
happy for ever! | 


mortal and inviſible king of ages, who de- 


SE: thoughts and hearts, we JF thee, from 
whatever is not pleaſing to thee : i and mer- 
_ citully grant, that amidſt the various 
changes of this life, we may often think on 
the unchanyeable joys of Eternity: and thro' 


thee, to avoid fin, and do good faithlully 
til! death, that ſo we may gain and enjoy the | 
_ rewards of everlaſting life in all the glories | 
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This is all man. Without this all things 


God, from all the joys of heaven. Think 
on this. Dwell in heaven. ExpeRt the 
coming of your Lord, For coming he will 


© ASPIRATION. 
Moſt loving and bountiful Freter im- 


ſireſt, that all ſhould be ſaved, and partake 
of eternal happineſs in heaven; take off our 


the hope of being for ever happy, be en- 
couraged to love thee, and for the love of 


of thy heavenly kingdom—in all the joys 
of a never-ending Eternity. 
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